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|7. DESCRIPTION 

(Check One) 
CONDITION 

Excellent |J£] Good \_J Fair • Deteriorated • Ruins • Unexposed • 

(Check One) (Check One) 
I N T F T R I T V 

Altered • Unaltered j£| Moved f j Original Site • £ 
D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T AND O R I G I N A L (It known) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Church of the Ascension, Westminster is a small 

stone Episcopal church built according to ecclesiological 

principles. It has a tall, narrow nave (with four lancet 

windows on the side), a small entrance porch, and a 

deep chancel. Above the entrance there is an open bell 

cote. Interior is equally simple with plain stucco 

walls and wood beam ceiling. 
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{8. SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Pre-Columbian • 16th Century Q 18th Century • 20th Century • 

15th Century • 17th Century • 19th Century 3 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1^ / l .Z l . 

AREAS OF S1GNI FIC ANCE (Check One or Afore as Appropriate) 

Aboriginal Education • Poli t ical • Urban Planning [~1 

Prehistoric • Engineering • Rel ig ion/Phi- Other (Specify) • 

Historic • industry • losophy • architecture 
Agriculture Invention Science [ I 

Art Landscape Sculpture I I 

Commerce Architecture Q Social/Human-

Communications Q Literature Q itarian Q 

Conservation Military Theater 

Music Q Transportation [""I 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.) 

The Church of the Ascension is a modest, but good 

example of the type of church advocated by the Ecclesiol-

ogical Society. The Society published and offered plans 

by approved architects to Anglican congregations so that, 

even in a small country church, the proper ritualistic 

atmosphere could be obtained. The then Bishop of Maryland 

was very receptive to ecclesiological church planning and 

Maryland has a number of notable churches of the l$40s 

and l$50s which were strongly influenced by ecclesiology, 

e.g. Emmanuel Church, Cumberland and the Chapel at Hannah 

More Academy in Reisterstown. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
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12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

tional Historic Preservat ion Act of 1966 (Public Law 
. . . National Register . 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion & 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
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EIGHTEENTH CENTURY ORIGINS 

jecting prominently, a pleasant voice, a melodious 
singer, and a great favorite among the children."9 

Strawbridge, a man of great energy, also preached in 
Baltimore, Frederick, and parts of Pennsylvania and 
Virginia. 

Union Churches 

Union churches were quite common in the eighteenth 
and early nineteenth centuries. Many times a commu
nity whose people consisted of many denominations 
would support one building to which traveling preach
ers would offer their services. Considering the lack 
of funds and organization of each denomination, the 
Union church provided the alternative until a congrega
tion could afford its own building. The abandoned 
Union church buildings were often converted into 
schools, also community supported. 

Westminster's Union Church was built on the knoll 
in what is now Westminster Cemetery in the mid-
eighteenth century, replaced by brick in 1818, and 
demolished in 1891. Among the visiting preachers was 
the renowned Francis Asbury, a preacher and organizer 
30 

ASCENSION EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

instrumental in the spread of Methodism throughout 
the country. The Methodist congregation of Westmin
ster, organized in 1767, used private homes and the 
Union Church for services until 1839. 

Middleburg Union Church, built ca. 1800, also 
served as a school. The Richard Richards Meeting 
House, likewise built around 1800, was the first church 
building in Hampstead. 

Other Denominations Organized After 1770 
The Anglican, Presbyterian, Catholic, and United 

Brethren churches in Carroll County were organized 
after 1770. In 1771 the last Anglican church in Mary-

31 
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North elevation 

West elevation 
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